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The Struggles of Stephen Hawking
3B Ng Lai Lam

My Brief History is a biography of Stephen Hawking, who was born on January 8, 1942 in Oxford. Stephen Hawking
is a role model and an inspiration to people these days. If you ask somebody who their role model is in the science
field, there's a chance that Stephen Hawking would be one of their answers! Many people know Stephen Hawking as
one of the most brilliant theoretical physicists in history and his battle against Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. The
story of Stephen Hawking has inspired many scientists to pursue their dreams.

In his early adulthood, he was diagnosed with 'motor neuron disease'. Doctors predicted that he would not live long.
At first, he became depressed seeing his condition worsened rapidly. He thought there was not any point to work on
his PhD because he did not know if he would live long enough to finish it. But then his condition developed more
slowly that he began to make process work. During that time, Stephen Hawking knew his days were numbered, he
was saddened by his incurable illness. However, that did not stop him. Even though his future was still an unknown
to him, he continued his path to finish his PhD. Knowing he might die before he could reach it, he still continued his
dreams. I learn that even if all hopes seem lost and life is going downhill, you should still give it your best shot and
do not give up.

He has been a pioneer in assisting the disabled through several organizations. He has helped raise funds for the poor
and deprived. He has helped raise awareness of global warming, provision of clean water and diseases, etc. His
speeches have inspired and motivated lots of people, even changed some people's lives. His story has helped lots of
the handicapped go through hardships. He has never allowed his disability to stop him from doing most things. After
all, his motto was '"There are no boundaries.' He overcame the odds when his doctors told him he would not live long,
yet he still defeated the odds.

He decided to write a popular book about his views and theories on the universe. However, he became critically ill
with pneumonia while doing so. In an attempt to save his life, Stephen Hawking had to sacrifice his voice in exchange
to continue living. Yet, despite losing his voice, he still continued working on the book and put a lot of effort into it.
His books have left an impact even after his death. Some of his theories are true while some are still unconfirmed,
leaving scientists confused about his theories. From this, we can see that despite losing his voice, he did not stop
working on his book. He still continued and put more effort into it! Perhaps it was because of his ALS, which taught
him to cherish his time. His book would inspire lots of people to pursue the path of being scientists or being more
curious of the ideal of space. One of the many things he said in his speech was to be curious, his book did make lots
of people be more curious about space.

From his story, even having a rough childhood that some of us can relate to, such as being in a not financially stable
family and sometimes not getting along with some of our siblings, he was talented and curious about lots of things at
a young age. His story inspires a lot of individuals even if he was paralyzed from the disease that should have killed
him long ago, and that made his life more difficult. Despite the loss of his voice and the ability to walk, he never gave
up. He pursued his dream, not only that he left this world changing our views on the universe and making fascinating
discoveries, but also taught us to be brave and not to give up no matter how difficult life is. Stephen Hawking has
always pursued his dream no matter what others said or thought of him. It was already very difficult to balance study
and social life, but he also had to cope with having an incurable disease. From his life journey, I learn that even if life
seems difficult, we should always try our best. To be brave in trying new things in life, some chances are a once in a
lifetime experience after all.

Stephen Hawking's story is very touching and inspiring. I highly recommend you to read this book.
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